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English

Hakka is a name given by a native of Guangdong to outsiders, it means a group of people who come
from the north to escape war, poverty relief and political uprisings. Well, from the Song Dynasty in the eleventh
century, there have been many, um, migrations from the north, until the most recent, er, and later until now. Today,
we can find their footprints in southern China, in Taiwan, in Hong Kong, in Malaysia, in India, in Jamaica.

The Hakka people are known for their poverty, modesty, farming and economy. In the past, because the
Hakka people came to other people's land, they were very humble, and they treated others and strangers very
politely and generously.

Despite being six years old. Well, after that, my whole family moved to Guangzhou, a big city, so my
family style is still relatively traditional. Well, Hakka style, so next I will discuss my own personal experience.

For food economics and language aspects. Food, because in times of war and when the weather isn't so
certain they like to save some salty and fatty meat for next year's and future's food. So, when I was growing up,
my family had a lot of that, um, salty sausages and um, smoked meat.

Economically, most of them grow their own vegetables and raise their own poultry. My grandparents raised
chickens, geese, pigs, water buffalo and also had a large farmland. We sow stuff that we have on the site in the
town fair, which was held every lunar calendar day that landed on 3, 6, or 9.

In terms of language, because the Hakka people live in the mountains, there are many changes in
language. As for me, I can only speak the Hakka language that I have learned in my ethnic group, and I may not
understand the Hakka language of people in other villages. Because there are so many people who migrate to
other places, the language has also changed a lot. For example, the Hakka people in Hong Kong, the Hakka they
speak is very similar to Cantonese. In fact, Hakka is an official language in some cities in Taiwan, and in the
Republic of Suriname in South America.

Although Hakka language is widespread out around the world, it is sadly not promoted in its own land.
Kids today communicate in Mandarin only, same to Hong Kong Hakka speakers. My personal experience only
represents my era and my background, which was 20 years ago, and today will be very different.



